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To THE KtGHT HONOURABLE 2 
Tux L OR D NORTH; &c: 


| Mr Lo. 


AM a Member A Cotten in the 
Univerſity of Oxford, and though ſoli- 
Sed by a friend for another "Candidate; 
and by no one for You, took a conſidera- 
ble journey, for the A of EE you 
ſuch a teſtimony of m n, as 
the occaſion offered. oe; pos is not ſaid 
with any view of paying court to your 
Lordſhip, You, will never know, or ſee, 
or hear of, the Perſon who now addreſſes 
you: The motive of my journey was to 
pay you a {mall part of my ſhare of the 
Nation's: Gratitude, for your ſpirited and 
ſucceſeful 3 of your great Abili- 
B ties 


— — — —— ͤ Z4œJͤ— ——ñ— ¶“võoñ— ———— 


ing ſagacity of that great Stateſman. 


; [8.3 

ties ta che. controuling. of the. dangerous 
tumults of a profligate Faction, and for 
your ſteadineſs in fixing, and retaining 
upon the moſt deteſtable of all men living, 
that brand of Infamy which he fo righte- 
only, had \: pig * 


71 1 


Bur, my Lo; civil Merit is not all that 


Tam willing to attribute to you. I wiſh to 


compare you, throughout, with the moſt 
upright, orthodox, religious Miniſter that 


ever reyerenced | and upheld "Monarchy, 
and it's ſureſt ſupport the Church of Eng- 
land. Your Lordſhip ſees that I mean the 
great Earl of Clarendon. He perceived, 
and convinced his Maſter of the dangerous 
conſequences of beheving 
proſeſſions of the Preſbyterians (hof 


the ſtrong 


Faction, be tells us, is tlieir Religion) and 


of making them the ſmalleſt conceſſions. 


And the effect of thoſe, large ones that have 


been indulged; them ſince: his time; the 


inſolence with which they have unmaſked 
themſelves; to let us know that, with all 


their Hoadleian Cant of ſetting up Chriſt 
and his 


Goſpel as the only Head and Code 
of his Church, are no better than 


determined enemies to both, affords the 


moſt/ illuſtrious teſtimony of the penetrat · 
Their 


131 


Their efforts have all along been aiming 
at the ſubyerſion of Eflabliſhokerts, and the 
removing uf Qreeds and Articles: the 
plain e of which would be, that 
as many  Creeds and Syſtems of Articles 
would ariſe among: us, as thete ah ws 
who pretend to | ſpeculate. the. Holy Scrip- 
tne For ſhould - no form of Sound 
Words, no urbrurndg r Ryu vv Fu, 
be propoſed to the Faith of the members of 
| » Criſtian Church, an aſſembly of. Lions, 
Wolves, and Tygers could not be more 
furious and diforderly chan fuch a Church 
would be. It's members could he expected 
to agree in nothing properly chriſtian, et- 
t in the name, I mean the ſyſtems of 
etters/ that compoſe the name of Ber 
Chwift His Nature, his Errand, his 
trines would be interpreted and taught 
with a fatal variety, even againſt the plaineſt 
evidence of ſcope, context, expreſſion, and 
parallel paſſages of Scripture: And what 
would become of the 7 Tub, which, accord- 
ing to our Redtemer's account, can only 
fet us free from ſin and deſtruction, and 
which is eſſentially confined to one ſingle 
eviſion, amidſt ſo wild an uproar of 


- Atririgs and eontradiatipns ? | Au WN 
e — En i 102 
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fame mode of 


28 "* 2 
- But where,. after all, is this Truth td be 


found? And is a Civil Society ſure to 
find it, becauſe it has the power to eftabliſh | 
for it's members a {ct of religious Principles, 


and a mode of Worſhip ? The anſwer is, 


that if ſuch à Society enquire after the 
Truth with a ſufficiently reverential atten- 
tion to that everlaſting Goſpel, where it 
reſides, and with a due application to God 
for. the guidance of his holy Spirit in the 


important taſk; it has the greateſt reaſon 


to hope for ſucceſs, At all events, that 
ſtate that would be thought to profeſs 
Chriſtianity, ſeems to be under a neceſſity 
of . eſtabliſhing, ſome profeſſion of Faith, 
orſhip, and of prateQtiny 
and encouraging . thoſe - who follow fk 
embrace them, to the utter, diſcourage- 
ment of all who. reject them. If, when 
convinced, itſelf; of the truth arid rectitude 
of this profeſſion and mode, it ſuffer the 
teachers, of thoſe who diſſent from them, 
to neglect ſuch parts of the former as do 
not ſeem ſtrictly eſſential to the being of 
Chriſtianity, and to frame a form of Wor- 
ſhip, or to reject all forms as they think 


fit, it acts with a moderation that ought to 


ſatisfy, and even gratify the Necuſants. 


But if it extend it's indulgence ſo far as to 
ſuffer 


| ( $3 

ſuffer it's Articles of Religion, and it's form 
of Worſhip to be unreſervedly viliſied, and 
treated, daily and hourly, with the grof- 
ſeſt abuſes, and even charged with Blaſ- 
phemy; and ſuch doctrines to be openly 
avowed as, according - to it's own Faith; 
are no better than downrightBlaſphemies—. 
it then exceeds the bounds of moderation, 
and falls into that extreme of ſemperleiiſty 
and unconcern for the Honour of our Goa: 
and Saviour, which forebode the downfal 
of that Religion which it has,” on the . 
e en . of i, Shi 


a 4 29 
3; If 


cf I cannot, my Lord; abr RR that 
this is 3 ſtate and condition of our 


eſtabliſhed Religion at preſent. It is be- 


come the publick ſubject rd, blaſphe- 
mous Invective. And therefore, s the 
tumultuous licence of the times puts all 
legal puniſhment out of the queſtion j the 
only method left us to ſecure our religious 
Eſtabliſhment, if indeed we are anxious to 
ſecure it, is to exert our warmeſt zeal in 
defending it's Prineiples, and not to ſuffer 
the plauſible ſuggeſtions of it's · adverſarles 
to make the leaſt ſucceſsful. enn to- 
wards W it. ext T ee 


mn „ . 
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No one is ignorant that the inſidel Spirit 
of tha times, joined to the fatal indiffe - 
rence ſeen in many of thoſe on whoſe zeal 
for our religious Conſtitution it's ſafety 


entirely depends, have of late given eneou- 
ragement to many r e of it's 


avowed enemies. "41: eo SENT 303390 Qi 945 


mon bent 35) 65 :tHod- 2m) £33994: mart; © 
Tol the Jaftingi. diſgrace of this age, a. 
body of our Clergy, ſmaller, one would; 
hope, in number than they have been repre - 


ſented, have preſumed to petition the Legiſ- 


lature, to ſet frge-all»the.;Clergy; for the 
time to come, from thoſe” ſolemn obliga- 
tions into which they had, themdelves, 
voluntarily entered, and to leave the ( giurch 
of England. deſtitute, for the future, of 
_ marks or characters wheraby it may 

be diſtinguiſhed from a Den of | Thieves. 
The Ditjenters, at the ſame time, have 
ridiculouſly been pleading (like the poor 
Frenchman who; hen arreſted for a juſt 
debt, told the -officer 44 He would have 
6% nothing to do with the Law') that ſince 
they have always remonſtrated againſt the, 
Articles of the Church of England, they 
ought not to be ſubject to any Subſcription 
to them. As if the Legiſla 


f ta 
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th ture had nor 
_ evidently, and as if it were not their wiſdom. 


11. 

to exerts a right of preſeribing tlie eondi- 
tion on which they who undertake to 

inſtru; her! ſubjefts; in Religion, ihall be 
admitted to that uffiec. As modeſtly might 
2 tribe of Iadian Prieſts pray to be licenſed 
to ſet up Schools and Churehes in Eng - 
— plead, at Were 
as they declare aguinſt the Prineiples of 
Chaiſtianity, it will; be but reaſondble//to 
permit them to preach their on heathen 
W 02 28d agi: 
0 38413 lt ebiint vip Wigs Tot , hr 
Nor is thiaipacalicenaggtiated. : Expe - 
rience has ſnewn us, that the general cor 
nivance which has been indulged to the 
Diſſenters with regard to that part of the 
Articles to which. the law. requires their 
Subſcriptions bas been attended with the 

nennen 7 e 

cut 191304 CH 3 * D191 hee 

cries out againiſt{<Rablithed: Syſtems hath 
a Syſtem of his qwu conceits, ' Which he 
vends to his audience, as the diſtates of 
the Goſpel; though, for the moſt part, 
they are total negations of all it's eſſential, 
fundamental Doftrines.. And let any one 
read the horrid- effuſions of the pragma- 
tieal Corypheus of the preſent race of Diſ- 
2 relating I Chriſtianity, ' and * 

4 w 
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will think it want of charity to ne 
the wretch could poſſibly have poured forth 
ſo much Blaſphemy, if he had lain, as he 
ought hy the requiſition of the law. to have 
lain, under the ru re: eg Subſcription 


to our Articles. It is ſaid he has now got 
a better trade in his hands than that of 


| blaſpheming; and the beſt thanks of every 


Chriſtian are eminently due to the noble 
Lord who, no doubt with a pious inten- 
tion, has found a- more innocent em 


ment for this buſy infidel, than that of 


reviling the Religion brought down from 
Heaven u de Son of God. Masi $9051 


123d. ant gf; Woun 141.67 


But as all Lad attacks RIS have 8 


. upon our eceleſiaſtical Conſtitution 


(which: though now abuſed by its bitter 


enemies with impunity,” and deſerted by 


it's. pretended friends, was, in better times, 
held forth as approaching, neater than all 
others, to the Apoſtolical Model) none is 


more alarming than that which immedi- 
. Univerſities. 


Aena "4 FE #4nO 


." Theſe illufricus ae as Learning, were c 
Ane d e with a view to their 


being ſeminaries. for the profeſſion of true 


Religion alſo. Moſt of the Colleges wert 
ho, as 


well 


Is 1 
well as the lay Founders, have generally 
required the members of their ſeveral foct- 
eties, to be trained up for "ThffraQtors" in 
religious prineiples, and, in due time, to 
take upon them Holy Orders. And — 
purpoſe hach, us it Cuglit, beet, aft alon 
piouſly attended to. Every member of the 
Univerſity; even he who hath attained his 
fifteenth year, is oonHdered by the — — 
of our anceſtors, as'a religious 
is required, folemnly to — and etch 
the principles of the Qhute of England, 
as contained in the — — Articles: 
And, my Lord, are not thieſe Artieles fup- | 
poſed to exhibit the principles of one 
who profeſſes himſelf a member of the 
Church of Englund? And though it ſeems 
to obtain the like 'Subſcription 
from thoſe members of the Church who 
live at large, and belong to no l \ 
ſociety ; are they not Aae 28 65 
acknowledge hoſe Doctrine? 2 cd weile 
not che aboliſhing this Subſeription where 
it has been ſolemnly-eſtabliſhed, and unim- 
peachediy practiſed, ever fince the year 
1581 — not, I ſay, this' abbhtion 
look like an exprefs, formal releaſe from all 
obligation of aſſent to theſe | D6rittes 
Would it not ſeem a tacit ſignification to 


pur youth, chat n liberty” to 1 
of 


4 
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of Religion; as they pleaſe, and as whim 


and fancy, their on or that of others, 
may lead them? Tour predeceſſors in 
<<, thjs, place have been required. to declare 
for theſe Doctrines of this Church in 
« which. you have been haptized and cate- 
« chiſed.¶ They were put under a neceſſity 
« of, ſuhſeribing ta certain Articles, exhi- 

<< biting, as we, indeed, profeſs to believe, 
Ache, genuine DoQrines of. the,;Golpel ; 

<< agreed upon in the year 3 62, and en- 

joined to be; receiyed in the Church f 
England, as the pnly mans for Qvoid- 
an for. the 


ing. diuenſities . apinion, 


* 

— 

4, giap, be ur preſent; Governoure in 

« thy Univert and in the State have 
«diſcovered this to be all a Mrong men- 
J ſurer, It is now determined to be inex- 

« .pedient and even abſurd. (though we 


te prepoſſeſs young: minds in favqur of any 
4, religious Principles, Lou are, now to 
«_ be, left. to judge fot yourſelxes. or, if 
«_you, chule it, not, to think at all about 
« them; (for your; tutar's lectures, if he 
«. ſhall. chuſe to lecture you, in the Articles, 


'« will not oblige you to aſſent to them: 


<« nor, unleſs you ſhall happen hereafter 
* to. take Degrees in the Univerſity, will 


Y 3 © we 


[ 11 ] 
te ſuppoſe you to be members of our 
4 Church, or more than Chriſtians at large, 
«+ without, any determinate Chriſtian Prin- 
6% cipleg. g Do as you pleaſe with your 
religious Sentimenta. Hearken, without 
*<.. reproach of gonſciencg, as you, happen 
4 to he diſpoſed, either to gacinians, Ari- 
ans, Papiſts, Preſbyterians, Quakers, or 
% Anahaptiſts. Unleſs you ſtay amongſt 
ius to take à Degree, you are at liberty, 
« from any rafttaint on our part, to enliſt 
<<, yourſelves under any of their banners. 
* Vou are alſo free to declare yourſelyves 
*? members of the Church of England, but 
6% we, however the Univerſity was origi- 
* nally eſtabliſhed at; a religious Nurſery; 
and however it exiſts no au that capa 
« city, with regatd to our Nationak Church, 
* we, to let the world ſee our attachment 
<<, to religious Liberty, will not ſay one 
word, nor do one act, to induce you to 
chuſe the prineipies of this Church, 
6 preferable tu any | other principles.“ 


Such is the language in which the Gower- 
nours of the Uniterſity muſt» be ſuppoſed 
to addreſs their novices, as ſobn as the 
Subſeription to the Articles. And though 
Iwill nat deny. that the harangue is founded 
upon the principles af what Hoadley taught 

od - us 


i) 

= to call Religious Liberty, I will venture 
to ſay, it has not the leaſt tincture of 
Neligios in it. It has, till now, been the 
opinion of all who ate in earneſt about 
Religion, that it cannot too early be incul- 
cated into young minds; and the cate- 
ehiſing of children "hath for this reaſon 
uniformly: been the practice of the Chriſtian 
Church; and of this Church in particular, 
till the iich, now pretty well appeaſed, of 
hearing trim afternoon Eſſays, miſcalled 
Lectures, entirely ſupplanted it in the Metro- 
polis. Is a of compre- 
hending the grounds of the Doctrines of the 
Catechiſm; than a youth of fifteen is capa- 
ble of judging of the foundations upon 
which the Doctrines of the Artieles are con- 
ſtructed ? And yet the child without any 
prohibition from the Governours of our 
Church, is permitted to be taught this for- 
mulary, almoſt as ſoon as he can liſp it 
out and in ſpite of the Principles of Reli- 
gious Liberty oppoſed to this practice, the 
deſign of it 2 yet to be, that the child 
may be habituated to think favourably of 
the Doctrines of our Church, before other 
principles and notions may be offered to 
him to : divert him into the deſtructive 
paths of Hereſy, or Schiſm, or Infidelity. 
It is then, it ſeems, allowable to gie 


#5 : | | chil 


1 13 J 
chülden this prepoſſeſſion, while they are 


children; but then, hen they come to the 
Univerſity, this childiſh prepoſſeſſion muſt 
be removed. All principles — Religion muſt, 
by an academical act, be removed out of 
their way, and the Doctrines contained 
alike in the Catechiſm and the Articles, are 
to be declared unneceſſary to be profeſſed 
any longer. If this were not intended by 
the alteration propoſed, where would be 
the harm of adireſſing ſuch young men. as. 
are to be matriculated, after reading the 
Thirty- nine Articles with. een 1 
nene Een An ent 


180 
oy A * 


66 Yun 479 now . to ALS a mem- 
6 TO of | a Religious Society, the chief 
<«. ſeminary” of the Church of England. 
% This Church, of which you have been a 
« member from your baptiſm, has, upon a 
10 diligent peruſal i of the Holy Scriptures, 
drawn from - thence. a ſet of Articles, 
containing the fundamental Doctrines 
* expreſſed or implied in thoſe Scriptures, 
« and declaring againſt ſome notorious 
«errors, chiefly of the Church of Rome, 
« which ſtand in plain oppoſition to the 
* Golpel, and to — Doctrine and Prac- 
«tice of the primitive Church in its higheſt 
* # within The wiſdom of our prede- 

| « ceflors 


* 


4 metnibers of the 


boy folks than y 


4 
compiled theſe Statutes, 


* ceſſors who 


thought it expedient that ſome ſort of 


declaration ſhould be made by all mem- 


hers of the Univerſity at their Matrieu- 


lation, that — Trafelt themſelves 
urch of En land, or 
«whole honour and Tupport t's Whole . 
«"firaQure is calculated. What more na- 
4 tural profeſſion hereof can be made, than 
that of ſubſcribing your name to the 
ahovementioned Doctrines, as à token 
that you believe, from the Authority of 
« Scripture concerning the moſt important 
e of them, from the reverence with which 
« they have always been received by wiſer 
1 ktbivie.” and ffom the 
4 general acknowledgment of the truth of 
the bulk of them till lately, even —— 
« the Diſſenters (whoſe teachers are oblige 
«by law to fubſcribe to all but a ſmall part 
«© of them) that they are faithfully draw! 


from the Holy Scriptures, and that th 
< reaſofiably oppoſe certain Doctrines cen- 


fſured in them, as e contfary to 


. che word'of God 


* 


Sued A renden 4s ts ar kev tae 


with no reprehenſion, in times when fee 


ticifm, and it's offspring, infidelity," had not 
arrogantfy brought every religious ſubject 


under 


1 5 1 

under diſcuſſion, beginning at Go, and 
running on through all his! Words and 
Works. But the. times are changed. Our 
forefathers were a generation of weak and 
eredulous men: what was highly efteemed 
among them, is abominatipn in the ſight of 
their wiſer deſcendents. Wr areifa ſurt᷑ that 
they were in the wrong), ſince the illumina- 
tion which the Church, the State, and the 
Uaiverſity received from the Confeſſianat, 
that we are taking haſty ſtrides towards the 
total abolition of thoſe Artides, which were 
formerly eſteemed the Decus Columengue of 
all three. For it cannot be iniagined; that the 
ſpectre which. has put our governors. in ſo 
terrible a fright, will haunt us no mare; af- 
ter the preſent point is d. The ab- 
ſurdity of Subſcription, oueg eſtabliſhed in 
one inſtance, will be urged with a zeal ani- 
mated by ſucceſs, in another inſtance. _ 
guments equally forcible, will beurged agai a 
the Subſcription of Candidates for — — 
duatcy ; and who knows, Whether, at ſome 
period, under leſs watchful Guardians than 
the Church is at preſent bleft with, the ex- 
ample of the Univerſity of Oxford may not 
be alleged and admitted as an 
againſt all Subſcription that Infidels, He- 

retics, and Schiſmatics of all denominations, 
of all opinions, may verify in this Nation, 


e what 


1 26 ] 
What David ſo anxiouſly dreaded for his 
own that they who have all along, almoſt 
ever ſince Calvin ſpawned the motley race, 
deen ſaying, louder than in their hearts; 
Come and let us root them out, that they 
be no more a people; — that they; the 
t tabernacles of the. Edomites and the Iſh- 
+ maclites; the Moabites and the Hagarenes; 
<6 Gebal and Ammon and Amalek; the Phi- 
liſtines, with the Tyrians, Aſſur, and the 


1 r e eee eee 
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The revolted Two hundred ** fifiy 
Church of England Clergy (if there were ſo 
many) believe they failed o of ſucceſs. in their 
Petition for a total Abolition of the Articles, 
from ſeveral: obſtacles which time may re- 
move; a ſecond; or third, or fourth attempt 
(for vermin are never weary of gnawing 


their paſſage through all obſtacles) may 
prove ſucceſsful. When the Univerſities, 
the Seminaries of the Church, and the ge- 


nuine Repoſitories of true Religion as well 


as found Learning, ſhall have given up all, 


or even à part, of their wonted concern for 
ſecuring the Principles, and . for eftabliſh- 


ing the Conſent” of their Members, 
touching true Religion, - the reaſon will 


* to have ceaſed for requiring : 


ny Sub- 
criptions 


1171 8 
feriptions at all. The young academies} 
it may be urged; are, many of them, in- 
„ tended for Holy Orders, and yet, it is 

not thought neeeſſary to engage tbein at- 
„ tachment, even to that fyſtem of prin- 
% eiples which the Church of England hath 
«adopted! Tbey are not no retuived to 
declare, br even to how any thing 
about theſe "Articles: * The VU niverfitits 
judge it ſufficient” that they-are-ſuppoſed 
to be Chriftians ; they require no token 
„ of their profeſſing the doctrines of our 
„National Church. And if ſo, where is 
the conſiſtency of ſo ſerupulous à cateè that 
the people in other parts of the nation 
* ſhould he taught in our Churehes, only 
© necording to that ſyſtem of propoſitions, 
e from the profeſſion of Which, the Uni- 
e verſities have thoughit fit to diſcharge their 
members, whom their ſtatutes had obliged 
qo it; and many of whom are to be tram- 
ed up as inſtructors in the Eſtabliſhed 
Church.“ Such will be the reaſoning of 
the Petitioners on oecaſion of our aboliſhing 
the ActJethieal” ——— in queſtions 


e 


feb us doe flop A abode, anno 
| . a ſhort enquiry concerning the effect 
which this aboliſhing of Subſcription at ma- 
1 is lixe to have upon our Bl&ves 

C chemſelves. 
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themſelves, - The licence and ſcepticiſm of 


the times too often ſubject them to be pre- 


ſent at converſations, where pragmatical old, 
or young, men take upon them to diſcuſs and 
cenſure, at random, the moſt important ar- 


ticles of the Chriſtian Faith: and it is not 


unnatural to ſuppoſe, that theſe diſcuſſions 
and cenſures, may make a deep impreſſion 


on the minds of young hearers. The 


heterodox orator comes prepared with his 
arguments, ſuch as they are, againſt, the 


doctrines of the Church; and ignorance, or 


modeſty, or both, are ſure to ſecure him 
againſt all oppoſition. The majority of the 


company is probably on his fide; and few 


young academics, though they may ſuſpect, 
or even diſcover chicane and falſe. reaſoning 
in his harangues, have courage; enough to 


give oppoſition to repreſentations which all 
around them ſeem, by their ſilent attention, 
to receive with ſo entire an approbation. 


Should, then, this ſpirit of cavilling at the 


eſtabliſhed doctrines of the Church of Eng- 
land, become epidemical amongſt our youth, 
ſhould it become faſhionable with them to 


think every thing wrong which their graver 


predeceſſors eſtabliſhed as right and ſcrip- 
tural, how could ſuch a ſpirit be checked 


and controlled? Should you expoſtulate with 


any of ou youth, Md to be „ 
| cally 


. 
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rally inclined, and remonftrate to him that 
he is oppoſing himſelf to the doctrines de- 
tailed from the Scriptures in the Articles of 
the Church of England; his ready anſwer 
would be, What have I to do with the 
en Articles of the Church of England? The 
« Univerſity required and ' defended our 
«,\Subſcription to them is long as it was 
& defenſible: . But, in the year 1772, they 
& found that the farce would take no longer. 
In folemn Convocation aſſembled; they, 
„ in that year, repealed the old abſurd 4. | 
*5'tute, requiring ſuch Subſcription, and 
& left us at liberty to embrace whatever ſett 
« of religious principles might beſt agree 
% with our reaſon. We may now contemn 
„ thoſe. antiquated doftrines, 
Du ignoſeentibus i; 
our governors themſelves have given us 
the cue for contemning them; they dare 
6 not even mention them, in the Declara- 
« tion which they have ſubſtituted in the 
« place of our Subſcription to tlem. “ 


. 


I 'am well aware, as your Lordſhip will 
be, that the reaſonings T have been detail- 
ing, in the perſons of the gentlemen at the 
Feathers, and of our academical yduth, are 
by no means concluſive. The propriety of 
er te Is FJ: 997 e 2 ind TOL' 1 


the 
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the Subſceiptions i in queſtion, and even the 
neceſſity of them, to the ſafety of the Church 
of England, has been clearly ſet forth and 
demonſtrated, in © An Anſwer to a Pam- 

« phlet, intitled, Reflections on the Im- 

« propriety and Inexpediency of Lay-ſub- 
« ſcription to the Thirty-nine Articles in 
<< on Univerſity of Oxford.“ Yet © this 
will not convince, although it ſhould con- 
dee vince” our briſk antagoniſts. And ſhould 
the: propoſed Abolition of Subſcription at 
- matriculation, take place in the Univerſity, 
the concluſions above deduced from that 
ſuppoſed event, will readily, weak as they 
are, paſs current, and be loudly inſiſted on, 
for diſparaging the doctrines of our Church, 
in a trifling, heedleſs age, with which, the 
flimſieſt arguments of infidelity have force 
enough to beat down the ſtrongeſt © Proofs. 
of Holy Writ. . 5 


3 


And has. it is much to be feared, that 
your Univerſity, my Lord, ever renowned 
for ſober, chriſtian principles, and for he- 

roic courage in avowing and maintaining 
| ; them, icularly againſt the rage and non- 
| ſenſe of Fanaticiſm, even while it ſaw Han- 
nibalem ad portas; — that this illuſtrious 
- Univerſity is upon the point of furniſhing a 


_ plea for univerſal — for levelling 
the 


*. 1 

the fences of the Church of England, (whoſe 
model is that Apoſtolic Church which was 
eſtabliſhed under IR particular direction of 
Chriſt himſelf) that the wild boar out of the 
wood may root - up, and the wild beafts of 
the field may lay waſte © the place of the 
— 1 8 which Gon? 8 0 5 hath 
« _ Planted.” | 


Still, it will be ny: that the propriety 
and gravity of truth are always in the firſt 
place to be attended to; nor is an advan- 
tage to be ſought, or accepted, om an 
meaſure that may violate it. That if the 
Subſcriptions are wrong 1n themſelves he 
there be an abſurdity. in requiring them; —if 
they juſtly provoke the general clamour' a- 
gainſt us;—no conſideration of miſchieyous 
conſequences apprehended, . ought to have 
any weight to withhold us from removing 
ſcandals and nuifances from our conſtitution. | 
Th tat juſtitia, ruat Calum. Pd. 6.4 

| permit me, ann my Lois, bridfly 
to enquire, What are. theſe dreadful miſ- 

chiefs ſo loudly, complained. of, in our re- 

uiſition of the Subſcription, in queſtion to 

t Thirty-nine Articles. And if they ſhall 

YE. to be no other than mere bugbears, 

C3 7 let 


”, 


n 


let us by no means ſuffer n to be. 
frighted by them into a compliance with the 
Fats of falſe repreſentatian, and im- 


Fe e clamour. 
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* 


The Grft objection 1 wen take beter of? 
is drawn from the original end and defign 


for which the Thirty-nine Articles were 


deſtined by the, compilers of them. It 
is faid, that they were intended for no 
other purpoſe, than that they might be 
66 ſubſcribed to by Preachers and Paſtors,— 
ce the Teachers of Religion; from which 
_ bh proviſi jon, a perfect quietneſs and con- 
0 cord, in religion, was, with che e greateſt 


K Iener⸗ expected. 
But, wy Lord, if the orthodoxy of the RY 


teachers. was looked upon as an effectual 
mean of eneral. uniformity, we muſt, then 
ſuppoſe, that, in thoſe days, e the Prieſt's 
« . lips” were thought to © preſerve know- 
edge“ and that the people believed it 
to be their duty, © to ſeek the law at his 
* mout And, if this were uniformly 
the cale, if the a did, in all parts 


of the kingdom, ingenuouſly and con- 


{cientiouſly, conform his inſtructions to the 
Thirty-nine Articles, as containing the fun- 
Gamental, and eſſential doctrines of the Holy 


Seri r 
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Ser iptures, and the people did regularly and 
humbly reſort on Sundays to the church, to ſit 
under his inſtructions, nothing more would 
then perhaps be neceſſary for the purpole 
mentioned in the Title of the Articles, than 
the n of the Teachers va Reli- 
1 | : 
But, between che ne 1 * oaks I 581, 
this proviſion appears to have been found 
inſufficient for effecting its intended purpoſe. 
It was therefore thought proper by the queen 
and her miniſtry, as well as by the gover- 
nors of the univerſity, to extend the obliga- 
tion to this Subſeription, and more particu- 
larly to intereſt every youth of our religious 
academical community, in the cauſe of the 
Church of England. This meaſure is per- 
fectly conformable to the expreſſed deſign of 
the Lukes « the avoiding diverſity of 
“ opinions, and the eſtabliſhing conſent, 
« touching true Religion.” For theſe. ex- 
preſſions in the Title of the Articles, were 
not intended, I ſuppoſe, to be confined to 
the opinions bf the Clergy, but to extend to 
all the members of the Church-of England : 
and every one of them was, no doubt, ex- 
pected, if not to ſubſcribe to the Articles, 

et to receive them, „ not as the word of 5 
2 nigh”: but as declaring the plain and 
C4 true 
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true, meaning and import af the Word af 
Gop.“ A 80% 2D v0 ths 1 1 


The ohjectiop, therefore, in our view, 
againſt Academ ical Subſeriptions, viz. That 
the Articles were originally meant to be 

ſubſcribed by the Clergy only,“ is not, 
fairly urged, nor is of any weight, even 
though we grant Clerical Subſcription to have 

been at firſt ſuppoſed to be all that was ne- 
 ceflary. It does not, by the Tztle of the 
Articles, appear to have been the firſt inten- 
tion of the then governors in Church and 
State, to conſine their operation to the, 
Clergy; and if it had been fo, ſtill; when 
that reſtriction ſeemed likely to fail of an- 
ſwering the expectation of government, and, 
er, Schiſm aſſailing it on the one fide, and 
opery on the other, My ede 
bac Jupus, hac canis — 
common prudence, could not fail to recom 
mend the extending of Subſcription, in ſuch 
a manner, as might ſeem beſt calculated. ta 
effect the purpoſe for which the. Articles 
were compiled; the ſecuring the intereſts of 
the Eſtabliſhed Church. And what coul 
be more effectual to that end, than the re- 
quiring this Subſcription from every denne 
"Joh: 6150 „ 


. 
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of the great Nurſery of Religion and Learn- 


ing? From ſuch perſons our religious eſta- 
bliſhment might naturally expect the firmeſt 
ſupport, or the deepeſt detriment; and no 
meaſure could be wiſer than to attach. them 
nee , 0 

But, my Lord, the 2 picquant wiſdom 
of a former age, may, it ſeems, grow vapid 
in proceſs of time; and the more intenſe 
illuminations of reaſon and learning which 
we at preſent enjoy, have thrown the light 
of our anceſtors into the gloom of Egyptian 
darkneſs. Unhappily and diſgracefully in- 
volved. in it by-vur Academical Laws, we 
are in haſte to get out of it, and do not 
ſcruple . to on our e dane Mein ma 
56 too lang.“ 0 . An 

ld $1 A 

Their folly w 0 are told, which, hawevor, | 

we did not ſee, till a club of infidels pointed 
it out to us, conſiſted. in requiring the Sub- 
ſeription of raw, ignorant boys, a Subſcrip- 
tion eſſentially implying an affent founded 
on ſober and accurate. examination, to cer 
tain abſtruſe doctrines of which they are ne- 
ceflarily ignorant; and therefore, are but 
8 a ule” dy ſuch nenen. | 


"The weight of this exception to our la 
tote, reſts on theſe three points: ; 
* I. That 


I. That the doctrities contained in the 
Wy Thireyrdine Articles, are abſtruſe. ths 


I. That the young ſubſcriber is I" 
15 rity ignorant of their meaning, and of 
the en of their truth. SIT 


© NE That Mis Sibſeriphion neceſſarily” im- 
yy © pies an afſent;' founded on ber ane 
dene nene S l 


Fiſt viſa 1 us conſider 4 charge of 
Abſtruſeneſa. | & | 


The epithet eie is <opticd Giginally | 
to things that are more inwardly NO 
in the penetralia of the places in which the. 
reſide, and, as it were, thruſt backwards, fo 
as not to be obyious to tranient 9 careleſs 
obſervation. RAT ANOT OT 

ki 44, as: 10 1363113 ee 

This character is ally ppl "_ 
to moſt of the objects that engage our ſpe- 
culation. The cauſes of things are either 
entirely hidden from us; or, if we happen 
to diſcover theſe, yet their mode of operation 
will often remain an impenetrable. ſecret. 

Numberleſs qualities retire into the pene- 
tralia of ſubſtances, (which is the caſe alſo 

* the marr ved fubMtances) and are not 
| ' dragged 


7 
dragged into light but by ade ar by 
in eo mer Deer We 
| Thus i is with regard to the Metin 
ſubſtance- of fire; diſpenſed, n to 
every thing corporeal, but hid deepeſt in 
thoſe ſubſtances which are moſt denſely 
compacted. It is intimately abſtruded in 
what poetical licence terms the Vein, of 
Flint; not to be driven from thoſe receſſes ' 
but by ftrong eoneuſſions, ay, it was or - 
oy 1 0 6 5 N ia * 


. But _— dhe tall 8 n ab; 
ſtruſeneſſes to their ſecret retirements, has 
often been ſucceſsfully executed, nature has 
reſerved numberleſs others which mock our 
deepeſt reſearches. : And for reaſons abun- 
dantly more cogent, many declarations and 
intimations occurring in the Old and New 
Teſtaments, are unavoidably ab/iru/e;/ not 
only to. young academics, hut to the, moſt 
inquiſitive veterans in learning. The doc- 
trines and facts there ſet forth, are ſuch as 
the moſt penetrating wit of man could never 
have gueſſed at: and becauſe nature and hu- 
man ſpeculation can exhibit nothing ana- 
logous to ſome of thoſe facts and doctrines, 
Wenne the proud ſell· confidence of infl- 

7 * 


r 
delity pronicunces them falſe and abſurd - 
| Thus, with regard to-the Scripture doc- 
| trine of the Holy Trinity :—* The whole 
** range of created beings, it is urged, 
can furniſh no inſtance of — — 
4 ſubſiſtences united in, and e an. Par 
taking of. one and the {ame ſubſtan; 
this ig moſt true; but let us — hag 
duction ““ therefore, it is impoſſible that 
n wncreated God ſhould ſubſiſt in this 
manner. This is the reaſoning Hinſi⸗ 
delity—“ this is her fooliſbneſe and her 
** diſciples praiſe her ſaying.” And though 
"ſome have, by partial quotations from, and 
ſtrained gloſſes upon, tloſe paſſages f Scrip- 
ture, which affirm tie doctrine of the Holy 
and undivided Trinity, attempted ta explain 
away the meaning and import of thoſe paſ- 
ſages, and affected ta reject this important 
doctrine, upon the authority of the Scrip- 
tures ; nothing is more evident, than that 
this torturing of the ſacred text, was ſug- 
geſted by he pride and arrogance of human 
reaſon, diſdaining to admit the reality of 
any thing ai enen nn it 0 
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4 *. Ie ferns caiciently. N. that, the * of 
our days do rather reſt their rejection of the catholic 


N of the Holy at upon its di ENF 
wit 


W 
; But this fact being fo often in Scripture 
declared by Gop himſelf, it will readily be 
admitted for a truth by all ſober 'reafoners, 
T 7 * "Ti. | | oO Ya upon 
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with all natural apprehenſions and experiences, than 
vpon the deficiency of Scripture: proofs of it. 2 
en 1 WOODY! gr 2491 
I would therefore recommend it to them, to com- 
pare this doctrine, as to its ſeeming; repugnancy to 
the deductions of reaſon from clear and diſtinct Ie, 
with a recent phenomenon, which bears ſome analogy 
40 it, in tis teſpect. : %% 
* | 3 . . Wia 
The great allutement of lotteries, is the following 
principle, univerſally- admitted, “ That every num 
her in the wheel, from unit upwards, has an equal 
4 chance with every other number there, for a prize 
from the oppoſite Wheel, Nothing appears more 
inconceſvable, than that this ſhould not be à fact; it 
ſeems ſo intuitively true, as" to diſdain demonſtration. 
But now comes Mr. Moleſworth, and demonſtrates 
by calculations which have been confirmed by experi- 
"ence, that in the congeries of numbers whith mark 
„the lottery- tickets, ſome haue a better chance for 
prizes, than others. "ra 1 1 4 =o 
Let us then ſuppoſe, that, of being demon- 
ſtrated by an arithmetical caleulation, Mr. Moleſ- 
worth's propoſition had been found affirmed in ſe- 
. places of the Holy Scripture: I afle, whether 
wy who rejec the Doctrineiof the Frinity, muſt not, 
| upon the ſame principle whjeh, influences. them in that 
inſtance, refuſed. to admit the truth of Mr. 
Moleſworth's propoſition? And yet qt is indifputadly 
true, though contrary to a propblition which one can 
hardly yet forbear to embrace as indi ſputably true alſo. 
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upon that authority. The manner of this 
triune ſubſiſtence will, i in the mean time, 
remain as abtruſe and untraceable as num- | 
berleſs modes of exiſtence and operation in 
created nature, which, though inſerutable 
themſelves, produce effects moſt evident; 


= Catz latet, vis gi notiſſima——ꝛ 
The moſt incredulous Philoſophers, nay the 
Divines at the Feathers, contentedly ig- 
norant of the natural cauſe, will allow the 
reality of its effects, at the ſame time that 
they blaſphemouſly exclaim againſt & ſuper- 


natural fact, evidenced ger and in. kt 
the word of God himſelf \- 


But if the poripintes ate, from the nature 
of many of the ſubjects they treat of, ne- 
ceflarily-abſtruſe; ſo alſo is the divinely dark. 
theology of infidelity in a far higher degree. 
It's reaſonings, which it has ſometimes ta- 
ken the liberty to. ſtile Demonſtrations, are 
founded upon principles, eftabliſhed by no 
one having authority, but altogether arbi- 
trarily aſſumed; and affect to evince, What | 
it calls the DoArines of Natural Religion,” 
ſuch as, an A/ter-/tate, with it's Rewards 
and Puniſbments, by arguments, in which 
there are always fome-propoſitions, which, 
Heat not  eted. on ** e may as 

ado fai = e | be 
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reaſonably. be denied as afſirmed. Nor is it 

credible that an 2 one. infidel does, or ever 
did believe theſe great truths in his heart, 
upon the recommendation of thoſe philoſo- 
ohical .demonſtrations which -ar e let UP: as 
rivals to the authority of the word of Gop, 


The doctrines ſet forth in the Thirty-nine 
Articles are a&/irufe from the fame cauſe that 
renders the Holy Scriptures ſo. They con- 
tain thoſe of the Holy Scriptures, | But the 
deſign of theſe Articles was, to render thoſe 
doctrines, if not leſs abſtruſe, yet moremetho- 
dical, by collecting the import of various, 
ſcattered texts of Seripture, into ſo many 
diſtinct points. And it, from the faſhion 
of the times in which they were compiled, 
ſome few ſcholaſtic expreſſions! occur in 
them, they may, with the greateſt eaſe, be 
opened by the tutor, to the apprehenſion of 
the youngeſt academic. And this labour is 
greatly facilitated by thoſe of ſeveral little 
comments on the Articles, -which have been' 
publiſhed for the uſe of the younger ſtudents 
in Divinity, adducing the: ſeveral texts of 
Scripture, by which each ſcriptural article is 
ſupported; and referring the young ſtudent 
to thoſe ancĩent hiſtories and teſtimonies, by 
which: the truth of thoſe articles that are re- 
ferred to them, is eſtabliſhed. en 
| | | I 
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11 Appears, 1 truſt, by this time, that'ths 
circumſtance of ab/truſent/5 in theſe Articles, 
is no'reaſon for decrying the Under-gradu- 
ate-ſabſcription : eſpecially ſince the ſub- 
ſeription to the truth of the Holy Scriptures, 
Which! is recommended in the N of it, is 
= to the ſame objection in a greater 
4 Nor can the charge of abfurdity be 
- Hoey againſt our ſtatute requiring ſuch 
Tubſcription from Under-graduates, unleſs 
the ſecond"and third odjections above-men- 
tioned can be maintained. Let us make 
trial of their force. The ſecond i is, 

II. That the young Subſcriber is NADA 
rily ignorant of the meaning of the 
Articles to be ſubſcribed, and of the 
Proof alleged 1 in ſupport, of f their t truth, 


"wy Lord, I will not ſeruple to afſert, that 
this is an arbitrary and falſe fallertion. The 
main, fundamental doctrines of our faith, 
are, in the Articles, as clearly expreſſed, as 
words can expreſs them. And the ſeveral 
texts of Scripture, on whoſe authority theſe 
Articles reſt, are, as is above obſerved, to 
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be ſeen wichbut difficult refearches. Nor is 
it an unreaſonable taſk for the tutor, who is 
required'by one of our ſtatutes, to make the 
98 the ſubjeQs of his lectures, be a 

. tnele 
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thick proofs before his pupit in a fee hours 
. hie matriculatiofl! All that ſrems 
ith this calty ee Pro lucky 
inflrettion Mall n6t;on'(Hay accofifit; 56 
omitted; but that the tlitor Mall (Glamnly! 
dedire- to the Vivezchanetllor, itt 4 Pres” 
ſeribed form of Words, "That he ſius care 
fully read td His Supe, and confirmed By 
per citations from the Holy Scriptures, 
ad by:phoper allegations froth eceleiufiical 
aw teſtimony, tHe Thirty=aifie" oy 
tielet, ro which ks is ard 1 enden 
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Wh "Aſn gain, imphies Fxa- 
5 1 eiae, if Lotd, i 

ndeterminats word? ad various 
wer —_— thie'mind" N ö tie * t 


objectors will find it een t 
e Reon e 1 pc 


cannot 


n 
cannot be given. Were it neceſſary that 
ſuch an examination ſhould precede that act 
of the mind, as, ſhould extend to every 
queſtion, and ſcruple that ſcepticiſm and in- 
elity may ſuggeſt, a long life would be 
abundantly too ſhort for the taſk; and every 
man would go out of the world a nge! bs: 
the FUR ANG hopes of Chriſtian Faith. 


oil £93 de. 0128319 14 1 
4 © Exidently therefore, a e 
examination is ſufficient to our xeaſonable' 


Aſſent; and yet, we are ſtill at a loſs. how! 
We are * — FRA 1 . 


8 ae fermn. 
Wha FIT examine in of 
time, more than the appoſiteneſs o Ie Scrip- 
ture-proofs adduced in that ſermon, and 
the reality of the miraele they had, heard 
with their ears, and of, that capital one of the 
reſurrection, Peter had. evidenced o . 


Theſame miracles, the e ja 
gane with many oth | 
Aken flent to the doctrines We Tow 
Med, And if it be replied, that the 
le of raking with tongues addreſſed it- 
e to. PRs _ this IE 
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tude, and therefore could not fail of con- 
vincing them: I anſwer, firſt, that it did fail 
of convincing, perhaps, a greater multitud I 
equally witneſſes of it, who choſe to af 
it to the influence of new wine. And fe 
condly, That however men of reafon and 
ſhrewdneſs may deſpiſe thoſe who do no 
in the caſe of miracles, attribute a force to 
the evidence of the ſenſes, ſuperior to that 
of traditional evidence, the Saviour of the 
World was of another mind. He plainly 
gives the greater metit to that faith, whi 
admits, without a pauſe, the report of ſober 
witneſſes.; ** Thomas, ſaith He, becauſe 
thou haſt ſeen me, thou haſt believed; 
"Bleſſed are they that have nor Teen, and 
+ yet have believed.“ A ſtanding demon- 
ſtration of the groſs folly of philoſophical 
calculations inſtituted, and applied to Scrip= 
ture facts, for determining the degrees of 
probability, arifing from neater, and from 
wore dillant evidencel © 


HAY TION ITT Oo 
"But what will aur rational philoſophic 
exatniners ſay to the faith be eas into 
the hearts of multitudes, by the pr eaching 
bf Joka the Baptiſt ? John, as the Sctipture. 
informs us, © did no miracle,” and yet the 
people, in vaſt crowds, flocked to his Ser- 
'mons on Repentance, and © were baptized 
ew ; ins | * he cc of -- 
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7 ga,  Jordati, Ny onfeſſing alas fitns.* 
And we no where read, that they were con- 
a as over-haſty i in yielding: their Al- 
at to his mere declatarions concerning tlie 
near roach of the Meffiah. He br, 
fade hg re - ſore / or all the 15 ophecies 
predictin 55 coming; but his folſowers had 
2; tilt 1 Had after, 0 pportunity. of exarhin- 
ing whether thoſe Stipti res had reference - 
8 . rift, or not. Nay: the moſt learn- 
15 at people at that time, the 
ga octors of the Jaw, the profeſ- 
ſed 8 of t the Scrij riptures, could never 
be brou Leren by his aſtoniſhing miracles, 
to receive "him for the promiſed. Melliab, 
whom, he declared hinafelf to be.  Exami- 
nation .has no end with thoſe who are dil- 
{ed 1 tc 1 . to. Wait till cle ever- 
wing river is "alt gone 5 But the un- 
philoſop hieal, well-meanin hearers of. the 
Neal. made no delay to come 04. reſolu- 
tion, upon 33 PE, Which the Pelithning 
gentry would \ deſpiſe them; though the 
woot of the 'Worlt, ye. "the higheſt 
Jinging! 'to tho roun , by ſubmitting 
Himſelf to the e wi eh ene K had 
En PIE. bt op cio 


The bene een o whe. ith of . 


by Articles, are ore, d decifive than thoſe 
be I then 


I — 


7 
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then uanfulfilled propheſies by which hn 


2 his exhortations; and ar n- 
ſufficient. to convince, if = the 


changed his - Lag A 1 of examination 
not inferior to that which he approved as 
ſufficient in the hearers of the Baptiſt, can- 
not now be. abſurd or Wan r in 
his ſight. 11h 


A deube u not, my Lord, but theſe haughty 
profeſſors of Reaſon, would Pity any ane 
who ſhould.. yield himſelf to hriſt, and 
exclaim, Thou art the Son of God, thou - 
« art the King of Iſrael,” on the evidence 
- which, — the guileleſs ſimplicity of 

Nathanael. His . proceſs, of examination 
.was very ſhort. Our bleſſed Lord told 
him, 1 ſaw thee under the hg-tree,” 5 and 
immediately his Faith embraced his Saviour 
in the exclamation above cited. His con- 
viction was ſuitable to the character given 
him by Chriſt “ an Iraelite indeed, 
in whom Was no guile.“ And tho? 
ſhrewd examiner, who loves to ſearch 
things to the bottom before he yields his 
abet a doubtleſs, have withheld. ĩt 
D 3 from 
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from the demand 'of this dubious miracle, 
for Chriſt might have ſeen Nathanael under 
the fig-tree without one; yet Nathanael's 
faith was received with complacency and 
benignity by the Son of God, who pro- 
miſed him that it ſhould be nouriſhed and 
rewarded with higher degrees of evidence, 


;F have never heard, my Lord, that Guben 
Elizabeth was cenſured for too haſtily 
_ adopting the Articles, and ordering — 
enacting Subſcription to be made to them. 
And yet it can hardly be conceived, that 


ſhe gave them that ſober and accurate exa- 


mination which our objectors ſeem to 
require from every ſubſcriber. She had 
recourſe to the learned in the Scriptures | 
for ſetting forth thoſe genuine Doctrines of 

them, which were then generally allowed, 
and thoſe alſo that ſtood in oppoſition to the 
groſs errors of Papiſts, Puritans, Anabaptiſts, 
Quakers, &c. and ſhe reaſonably ſuppoſed 
that thoſe learned and fober- Divines better. 
faw the force of Scripture allegations, both 
for eſtabliſhing fundamental Doctrines, and 
condemning Hereſy and Schiſm (for Infide- 
lity had then no exiſtence) than ſhe her- 
elf could do * che nag? of the eſt 


feryt ny. 
; A 


e 

A thouſand familiar inſtances muſt con- 
vince your Lordſhip of the futility of thoſe. 
patriotic examinations and "diſcuſſions in 
politics whoſe pretended aim is the invef. 
tigation and diſcovery of truth, but whoſe 
real ſcope is to confound and ſhfle it. A 
volubility of words, accompanied by an 
air of earneſtneſs and zeal for the public 


good, can make the groſſeſt falſehoods look . 


plauſible while the ſound: rings by our ears; 
but, to all except genuine patriots, wad 
charm generally dies with * ound.” 15 


After all; though extiiiineitin in all 
eaſes, and eſpecially in Religion and —4 
tics, juſtly demands the privilege of pr 
ceding aſſent, yet we all know thi it 
politics men diſpoſed to cavil and demur, 
are never likely to come to a' determina- 
tion; and, Ego amplius deliberandum 
* cenſeo, will be the inceſſant cry of thoſe 
vrho are deſirous to e all meaſures 
yelating: to Free N Bust, 390" 

Jjuſt the ne is the caſe e 
ners and deliberators in Religion; upon 
whoſe principle, no man living could rati- 
onally, even in the courſe of Neſtor's years, 
* the Chriſtian Faith; nor any Sub- 


ſeription 
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> the Articles of it ever be made. 
© the hundred thouſand, queſtions + 
and ſeruples which have been agitated con- 
cerning every iota and tittle of the facred 
Volumes; and your Lordſhip will ſoon ſee 
that ſuch an examination as theſe, rational 
objectors to the Subſcription in queſtion, 
require, an examination that may clear all 
doubts, and unravel all difficulties, would 
equally bar all determinations, all Subſcrip- 
tions, as well thoſe of grave Biſhops as of 
Oxford Undergraduates. Tf 


Let, chen, the Church of Englabd and 
: Ber Kaichfül ally the Univerſity of Oxford, 
ſtand unſhaken upon their ancient baſis; 
and let us not ſuffer them to be removed, 
under diſingenuous Pretences 55 placing 
them to better advantage. he main 
fundamental, ſcriptural Doctrines of our 
Church, as marked in thoſe Articles, are, 
to any eye that will ſee it, moſt plainly 
dieduced from inconteſtable Proofs of the 
| Scriptures : and as for thoſe particular Arti- 
cles which rely on facts and circumſtances 
of Church-hiſtory, and ancient Teſtimony, 
ſuch as the Canon of Scripture, the Errors 
of Councils, &c. let it be held no abate- 
ment of the ſufficiency of Wann. 


A er . — 
. ² ͤGA1 N ns. — 


/ 


* 
if we rely, for the truth of them, on the 
teſtimony of the compilers of the Articles 
which is hardly {6 confident x reliance as 
that which every member of our Church; 
who is unacquiinted with the Hebrew and 
Greek Languages, places on the'4kill and 
WE of the Tranſlators of our 1 6H 
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We Uhear k urged, that « pb rn 
« muſt:/be/'done;” ſome relaxation af our 
« Statute be contrived, for abating the 
„ clamours of our enemies, and e 


« our friends bing > nf 1 


| But though this. erg gravely 1 as 
ficult to hear it without ſmiling. 15 

ariſe. theſe clamours? From Our requiring 
our Eleyes.,.to, declare. 7 4 33 


members, and 1 in which. many of them are 
to be profeſſed Inſtructors; a . 
which a three hours conference. with, 
| Tutor will qual q ualify.. them era wit | 
any;reaPaable imputatian of abſurdity and 

Prematurity, iF na neee 


from our friends? Andavherein could pur 

enemies harm us for conti to enforce 

our Statute which has, for almoſt Two ʃ— 
8 hundred 


What then is that ſupport which we need | 


fa) 

hundred years, operated. without -reprehen- 
fron, and for which no ſuccedaneum has 
yet been, nor probably ever can be offered 
which will not expoſe the Univerſity to 

the irruption of 3 Infidels of 
Schiſtoaticks ? —Alas! they would, I con- 
feſs, be likely to do us much harm, if it 
ſhould ever be in their power; as the moſt 
3 enemies of Religion and her 
riends, are they who clamour ud for 

mines will abe Hear I; 6 


It is . then that we Aland 
in need of ſome powerful protection, and 
we therefore fly to him for it * is, under 
God, the moſt able to protect us by 
other means than that prepoſterous one of 
throwing down the forniitations' wp ſecure 


the fortreſs. . 
To you, my Lord. your Fe Uni 


verſity looks up, as to him whoſe 'Elo- 


quence, and Wiſdom, and Authority are 
beſt qualified to preſerve her Dignity and 
her Utility elite "vp deliver her from 
« unreaſonable * and mcked men, for all 
| 211 DO Wltad 978 | F men 

2 Thel. fi. 2. The word 2744s, here tranflated 
unreaſonable, ſignifies incommodious, troubleſome, 


ſeaſonable, rtinent. Id include in 
| tho mpor of i 1 he words, unplac ed, unbenchced 
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men have not faith; and by maintain- 
ing her laudable Subſeripti an, to fix her as 
a laſting Bulwark of that genuine, apoſto- 
lical Church, which Popery, Calviniſm, 
and Infidelity have hitherto in vain _— 
their efforts to overturn, 


In Te fpes omnis, Hegio nobis fita gt; 
Te folum habemus: Tu es N 
Parens; 


BY: d-feris Tu, Perijmus.. 


THE END. 
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